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ADMINISTRATION 
970-479-2279 

Mike Ortiz, Executive Director 
Eric Weaver, Finance Director 

April Heredia, Assistant Finance Director 
Scott O’Connell, Director of Operations and Facilities 

COMMUNICATIONS/MARKETING 
970-479-2446 

Jessie Klehfoth, Marketing & Communications Director  
Nell Davis, Communications & Graphic Design Specialist

SPORTS 
970-479-2280 

Joel Rabinowitz, Sports Director  
Beth Pappas, Sports Event & Partnership Director 

Kip Tingle, Sports Coordinator 

VAIL GYMNASTICS CENTER 
970-479-2287 

Julie Cotter, Gymnastics Director 
Allyson Pancott, Assistant Gymnastics Coach

COMMUNITY PROGRAMMING 
970-479-2292 

Chad Young, Youth Services Director 
Jerrica Miller, Youth Recreation Coordinator 

Sara Eaton, Youth Recreation Leader

VAIL NATURE CENTER 
970-479-2291 

Walking Mountains Science Center

VAIL NORDIC CENTER 
970-479-8366 

Dan Timm, Vail Nordic Center Director

DOBSON ICE ARENA 
970-479-2271 

Jared Biniecki, Arena General Manager 
Andy Holland, Arena Assistant Manager

VAIL GOLF CLUB 
970-479-2260 

Alice Plain, Director of Golf 
Nathan Mead, Head Golf Professional

VAIL GOLF & Nordic Clubhouse & Grill on the gore 
970-343-5889 

Bernie McManus, Grill on the Gore Manager 
David Sanchez, Grill on the Gore Executive Chef 

Carolyn Israel, Group Sales Manager 
 

GOLF MAINTENANCE 
970-479-2262 

Scott Todd, Golf Course Superintendent 
Justin Gompf, First Assistant Superintendent 

Logan Grant, Second Assistant Superintendent 
Kirk Hower, Golf & Nordic Equipment Director

VAIL TENNIS CENTER 
970-479-2294 

Caitlin Collins, Director of Tennis 
 

PARKS MAINTENANCE 
970-479-2457 

Jim Sanders, Athletic Facilities Director

PICKLEBALL 
970-471-3757 

Jerry Stevens, Pickleball Director

CONTACT US
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The Vail Recreation District believes that we are more than just a recreation service provider. 
We are an advocate for health, well-being, learning and fun! We provide exceptional and 
innovative programs and events that strive to foster an enthusiastic culture that permeates 
through the community.

We commit to building trust with one another, which helps to develop the sense of 
empowerment and initiative among us all. We encourage our staff to lead a balanced life of 
fun, physical health, learning and relationship building. We commit to our culture so we can be 
a better host for our guests and users. 

At VRD, we have a responsibility to the community. We are responsible for the safety of our 
participants and guests visiting our facilities. We ensure our facilities are clean, healthy and 
safe. We are responsible to the environment and embrace our commitment to preserving our 
mountains and streams where we work and play.

Above all, we strive to create lasting memories for our residents, guests and staff. 

our credo
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On behalf of the Vail Recreation District Board of 
Directors and staff, thank you for continuing to allow 
us the opportunity to provide exceptional recreational 
programming in Vail. 2017 was a monumental year in 
the history of the VRD, with the passing of a mill levy 
increase during the November election. The support 
shown by the community was truly humbling, and we 
thank you for recognizing the value the VRD brings 
to the Town of Vail’s residents and guests alike. With 
the new funding, we’ll finally be able to address the 
backlog of capital projects around our facilities and we 
look forward to modernizing these and making them 
safer and more environmentally-friendly for all to enjoy. 

As we look back on 2017, we realize just how far 
we’ve come in increasing both the quantity and quality 
of programming we are able to offer. We enjoyed the 
first full year operating the new Vail Golf & Nordic 
Clubhouse, Golden Peak Pickleball Center and Zeke 
M. Pierce Skatepark. We expanded offerings at the 
Vail Gymnastics 
Center and 
Imagination 
Station and 
continue to offer 
world-class sports 
and day camps, 
whitewater, 
mountain bike 
and trail running 
races, after-
school activities, sports leagues, open gyms and all of 
our many offerings for kids and adults of all ages.

As we turn to 2018, we are excited to continue to 
provide these programs while starting in on many of 
the capital projects needing attention. VRD’s focus 
on the future will continue to be maintaining a fiscally 
sound and sustainable budget. As we plan for the 
future, the public’s input and needs are always at the 
forefront of our decision making, and we invite you to 
participate in our board of directors meetings at 5 p.m. 
on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month.

Thank you for your continued support and 
participation, and for inspiring us to be leaders in 
health, well-being, learning and fun!

Board of Directors
Tom Saalfeld

Bill Suarez
Kevin Foley

Kim Newbury Rediker
Rollie Kjesbo

Executive Director
Mike Ortiz

“The support shown by the commu-
nity was truly humbling, and we 
thank you for recognizing the val-
ue the VRD brings to the Town of 
Vail’s residents and guests alike.”

-Mike Ortiz, Executive Director
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Investing in Recreation 
With the passage of ballot measure A in November of 2017, the VRD’s mill levy will 
account for approximately 8 percent of total taxes paid by most Vail taxpayers. 
These property taxes are expected to make up 49 percent of the VRD’s revenues 
with the other 51 percent coming from user fees and other sources.  

Looking to the Future
In December, the VRD adopted its $9.7 million 2018 budget, which will be funded 
from a combination of property taxes ($4.3 million), program user fees ($4.4 million) 
and a draw down of accumulated reserves ($1.0 million). The capital budget for 
2018 of $2.6 million contains amounts for Imagination Station exhibits, Dobson 
building interior and ice-making equipment refurbishing, remodel of the Vail Golf 
Club starter facility and driving range to more closely match the new Vail Golf & 
Nordic Clubhouse facility, 15th tee box retaining wall renovation, replacement of two 
bridges, and many other facility improvements and equipment replacements.

FINANCIALS
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financials
2017 Revenues by Source

2017 EXPENSES by DEPARTMENT

7



vail 
golf club

YOUTH CAMPS & PROGRAMS | TOURNAMENTS 
ADULT LEAGUES | SOCIAL EVENTS 
Highlighted by views of the Gore Mountain Range, Vail’s mountain-style, 
walkable 18-hole course features a scenic layout amidst the White River 
National Forest. 

2017 marked the debut of golf operations in the new Vail Golf & Nordic 
Clubhouse, and the positive response to the new building from staff and 
customers was overwhelming. Featuring a new pro shop, locker rooms, cart 
area, banquet room and the Grill on the Gore restaurant, the facility was far 

better equipped to meet the needs of 
golfers and guests than ever before. 
This year, the number of golf rounds 
played were up significantly from the 
past three years, and retail sales were 
strong in the new golf shop. 

2017 was a very rewarding season 
for the golf department, in part due 
to the hosting of a USGA Womens 
Qualifying Tournament. This mid-am 
qualifier drew 28 participants, the 
second largest field at an event of this 
kind in the country. The Vail Golf Club 
also supported the community by 
hosting a number of large charity golf 
tournaments including a benefit for 
the High Fives Foundation, local Kara 
Woods, and the annual Businesses, 
Bogeys & Bragging Rights, which 
all saw 115-120 participants each. 

The Vail Golf Club was also a first-time host of the Affiliate Cup Scramble, 
a tournament for the Rocky Mountain Golf Course Superintendents 
Association, which was great exposure for the course and town to golf 
professionals from around the region. 

Working to introduce new players to the sport, the Vail Golf Club was 
proud to continue to offer First Tee junior lesson programs and youth 
summer camps. The golf staff also worked with Small Champions, offering 
lessons to local children who are challenged with a variety of cognitive and 
physical disabilities. 2017 saw the addition of a new womens-only, two-day 

golf camp which proved to be successful and will 
continue in 2018. 

Course conditions continue to be a high priority 
for the Vail Golf Club, and 2017 was no exception. 
In the spring, all course bunkers were edged to 
their original perimeters and two new target greens 
were built on the driving range floor. Upgrades 
and repairs were done to the cart paths around 
the course, and the driving range tee area was 
renovated where the temporary pro shop has been 
located.

The Vail Golf Club continues its dedication 
to environmental stewardship and the Audubon 
Cooperative Sanctuary programs which includes 
efforts for water quality and conservation, wildlife 

habitat management, public outreach and communication of the efforts and 
overall environmentally sensitive and sustainable practices.

“We had a busy and 
 successful summer! 
 Our rounds were up 
 significantly. The 
 overall vibe was very 
 positive in the club- 
 house and on the 
 golf course.”

- Alice Plain, 
 Director of Golf
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by the num
bers

youth 
participated in 

junior lesson 
programs

175

78 
participants in adult 

leagues each week, with 
doubled participation in the 

ladies league over 2016

GERRy Shea 
Mens League Champion

MORGAN 
WENTHUR 

Womens League Champion

Tex Collins 
Mens Senior League Champion

24,371 rounds 
played in 2017, up 

significantly over the  
past three years 

$14,600 
raised for the Vail Recreation 

District’s Tom Slaughter, Jr. 
Memorial Youth Recreation  

Fund at the 2017 Businesses, 
Bogeys & Bragging Rights 

charity tournament

$55,000+ 
raised for athletes recovering 

from life-altering injuries at the 
High Fives Foundation Colorado 

golf tournament

28 participants 
in the USGA Womens 

Mid Am Qualifier, the second 
largest field in the country

102 golfers 
at the RMGCSA Affiliate Cup 

event
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tennis 
center

YOUTH CAMPS  | GROUP & PRIVATE 
LESSONS | TOURNAMENTS | PRO SHOP  
ADULT Programs | COURT & RACKET 
RENTALS | FITNESS CLASSES  
The Vail Tennis Center offers a slice of heaven: eight Har-Tru clay 
courts with the Gore Range as a stunning backdrop. Open daily in 
the summer months from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., the Tennis Center includes 
a full-service pro shop that rents rackets and courts, offers private 
lessons and provides clinics for all ages. 

Throughout the summer, the Vail Tennis Center ran morning, evening 
and weekend play for men, women, mixed doubles and seniors, as 
well as week-long junior camps and group lessons. The Cardio Tennis 
class is a great workout and a favorite among locals.

New for 2017, the Vail Tennis Center welcomed assistant tennis pro 
Caitlin Collins who was instrumental in teaching the junior camps and 
group lessons and facilitating some of the weekly tennis programs.

In August, the Vail Tennis Center hosted the annual Vail’s Mountain 
Haus Bill Wright Clay Court Tennis Championships. The tournament 
is a U.S. Tennis Association sanctioned event and draws players from 
across the region for three days of competition. Divisions include 
mens and womens open, 35, 45, 55, 65, 75, singles, doubles and 
mixed. In September, the Vail Tennis Center hosted a high school 
tennis tournament. 
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by the numbers

Vail Tennis 
Center 

members in 
2017

56

 130 Youth 
attended junior 

tennis camps

8 
junior tennis camps held 

from June to August

Bill Wright 
Colorado Clay 

Court Championship 
15 different events over three days 

 
Winners included:

Mens 35 Singles: Peter Rouch
Mens 45 Singles: Josh Wolman
Mens 55 Singles: Curt Corrigan

Mens 55 Doubles: Curt Corrigan  
and Peter Walters

Mens 65 Singles: Ken Sawer
Mens 65 Doubles: Ken Sawer  

and PJ Anderson
Mens 75 Singles: Hank Manley
Mens 75 Doubles: Bob Seward  

and Ron Latta 
Womens Open Singles: Brittany Biebl

Womens 45 Singles: Julie LeVan
Womens 55 Doubles: Lynette Anderson 

and Sally Horn
Womens 65 Singles: Marie Bernard

Mixed Open Doubles: Amir Elbayoumy  
and Sarah Lindenberg

Mixed 35 Doubles: Jason and 
Caroline Peters

Mixed 45 Doubles: Richard Best and  
Julie Biller

Mixed 55 Doubles: Peter Walters and  
Tracy Snipes

Mixed 65 Doubles: John and  
Heather Fiscalini

11



com
m

unity 
program

m
ing

FITNESS & ART CLASSES | DAY CAMPS 
SPECIAL EVENTS | IMAGINATION STATION 
sCHOOL’s OUT CAMPS | AFTER SCHOOL
The VRD Community Programming department offers a wide variety 
of programs, activities, workshops and camps. Throughout the year, 
Community Programming hosts fun family events in Vail, including the 
Easter Egg Hunt, Trick or Treat Trot and Santa’s Workshop. From fitness 
classes to art programs and kids’ camps, Community Programming 
provides year-round opportunities for locals and visitors, adults and 
kids, and the Imagination Station provides a fun indoor playroom and 
educational experience for children of all ages.

Community Programming relies on partnerships with local institutions. 
In 2017, they partnered with Vail Resorts to use the Golden Peak Children’s 
Center for Pre Kamp Vail and Camp Eco Fun. They also joined with Red 

Sandstone Elementary School in 
using facilities for Camp Vail and 
providing after-school care and 
School’s Out Camps. Together with 
Youth Power 365, the VRD provided 
enrichment while RSES teachers 
provided literacy fun in the PwrHrs 
program. This partnership expands 
to include Ski and Snowboard Club 
Vail to provide Nordic enrichment 
during the winter months. 

Imagination Station now has 
more programming and meets the 
needs of a larger age range thanks 
to a re-imagination of the space in 
the fall of 2017. The pretend-play 
health clinic now allows for the care 
of dogs, cats and babies. The art 
studio is more established with 

Paint Your Own Pottery every day and a rotation of other offerings such as 
mosaics and wood burning. The staff leads a daily art or science project 
that may include making a balance toy, painting with marbles and making 

puffy or glow-gak. Finally, older 
children, teens and adults can play 
in virtual reality where they can slice 
fruit with ninja swords, paint in three 
dimensions and build room-size 
marble runs.

The ongoing mission of this team 
is to build community through 
programming by supporting local 
working parents, providing engaging 
experiences for local and visiting 
children and their parents, and 
providing community-minded fitness 
and art programming for adults. 

“Our ongoing mission 
 is to build community 
 by supporting working 
 parents, providing 
 engaging experiences 
 for local and visiting 
 kids, and offering 
 unique programming 
 for adults.”

-Chad Young, 
Community 
Programming Director
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by the numbers

participation 
in KidZone 

After School, 
offered daily at 

Red Sandstone 
Elementary 

School

children over 
the course of 12 
weeks of Camp 

Vail

4,074
3,758

14 
Camp Vail Champions

767 kids 
in School’s Out Camps

938 kids 
in Pre Kamp Vail

384 kids 
in Camp Eco Fun

2 
Overnight Campouts

300+ 
egg seekers 

in the annual Easter Egg Hunt

400+ 
costumed kids 

in the Trick or Treat Trot

135 santa fans 
at Santa’s Workshop, 

a 50% increase from 2016

5,000+ visits 
to the Imagination Station

1,500 ARTISTS 
painted pottery, a 15% 

increase from 2016
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sports &
 

activities

MOUNTAIN BIKING, RUNNING & WHITEWATER 
RACES | SPORTS CAMPS | YOUTH PROGRAMS 
ADULT LEAGUES | OPEN GYMS | TOURNAMENTS
2017 was a very successful year for the VRD sports department with 
the addition of a new winter race series, a large increase in trail running 
participation and a continued commitment to offering high-quality, 
affordable recreation in and around Vail for visitors and guests. 

The La Sportiva Trail Running Series continues to bring in runners 
from all over the state and region and is the longest consecutively running 
trail race series in Colorado. In 2017, the race series saw a 25% increase 
in registrants over 2016, and the sports department worked with the U.S. 
Forest Service to permit a new trail running course at Meadow Mountain in 
Minturn for the final race of the season. In addition, the mountain bike race 
series saw the return of the Lost Lake race after a ten-year hiatus.

New for 2017, the VRD sports department introduced the Vail Grail Winter 
Event Series, consisting of three winter races - the Vail Mountain Winter 
Uphill Race & Hike, the EagleVail Derail snow bike race, and the Krueger 
Family Shamrock Shuffle.

VRD Sports also produced the eighth annual Vail Kids Adventure 
Race, in partnership with Kids Adventure Games LLC. The race sold out 
for the seventh straight year, with 1,200 kids participating and 4,285 family 
members in tow. The event expo saw an additional 4,500 participants and 
the KEEN Family Mud Run hosted 450 people. 

The sports department spearheaded a VRD effort of increased trail 
advocacy by partnering with the U.S. Forest Service through the Adopt-
A-Trail program for a second year. VRD employees donated over 80 man 
hours of maintenance work to the North Trail in Vail over a series of three 
volunteer work days. The sports department also helped plan and execute 
two charity golf tournaments, the annual Businesses, Bogeys & Bragging 
Rights raised $14,600 to benefit the VRD’s Tom Slaughter Jr. Memorial 
Youth Recreation Fund and the High Fives Foundation Colorado golf 
tournament raised over $55,000 to help individuals recovering from life-
altering injuries. A highlight of this tournament was a helicopter ball drop on 
the 9th fairway of the Vail Golf Course.

Through close partnerships with community stakeholders, including 
the U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, Vail Resorts, Eagle 
County Schools and local municipalities and businesses, VRD Sports is 
able to provide top-notch, affordable recreation programs and events.

2017 TOURNAMENTS & EVENTS
Tens of thousands of players, coaches and spectators visited 
Vail for events produced in full or in part by VRD Sports. These 
tournaments continue to be a huge economic force for Vail in the 
summer time.
GoPro Mtn Games | Kids Adventure Games | Vail Lacrosse Tournament | Vail 
Lacrosse Shootout | 3v3 World Championships | Prep Baseball Reports Western 
Regional | Vail Invitational Soccer Tournament | Vail Valley Soccer Club Cup | 
Transrockies | King of the Mountain Volleyball Tournament | Denver University Men’s 
and Women’s Preseason Camps Vail Rugby Club | Vail Adult Soccer Club | Nike 
Xcelerate Lacrosse Camps & many other private and corporate events!
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by the numbers

athletes 
participated 

in the  
La Sportiva 

Trail Running 
Series 

(a 25% increase 
over 2016)

1,536

224 athletes 
participated in the  

whitewater race series

997 adults 
& 309 kids 
participated in the 

mountain bike series

300 participants 
raced in short track and  

cyclocross bike races

1,600 locals 
participated in adult leagues 

(basketball, flag football, softball 
sand volleyball, indoor volleyball, 

adult soccer and cornhole)

1,700+ youth 
enjoyed summer sports camps 

and school-year sports programs

26 teams 
played in the 47th Annual  

Fred Ammer Vail Soccer 
Invitational, one of the 

largest on record

adults 
participated in 
winter drop-in 

sports 
(basketball, soccer 

and volleyball) 

1,000
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dobson 
ice arena

YOUTH PROGRAMS & CAMPS | SPECIAL EVENTS 
ADULT LEAGUES | VAIL YETI GAMES | concerts 
FIGURE SKATING | OPEN SKATING
Dobson Ice Arena is one of the largest multi-purpose ice facilities 
on Colorado’s Western Slope, and VRD continues to see growth in its 
high-quality programs. Participation in youth hockey and figure skating 

continues to increase and adult 
participation remains high, as 
hockey leagues fill up each 
season.

In 2017, VRD and Dobson staff 
partnered with the World Figure 
Sport Society to host the 2017 
World Figure & Fancy Skating 
Championships. This unique 
event saw the ice painted black to 
better showcase the figures being 
skated. Competitors were judged 
by former Olympians, including 
Dorothy Hamill, Barbara Wagner 

and Patrick Kelly.

Dobson has seen a steady increase in youth hockey, and this year had 
73 kids participating in the U8 hockey program. Dobson also continued the 
Mile High Mite hockey program in conjunction with the Colorado Avalanche 
and had 63 “never-ever” kids introduced to the sport of hockey through this 
great program.

The Vail Yeti, Vail’s semi-pro hockey team, have made Dobson the place 
to be for guests and locals on Friday and Saturday nights during the winter, 
averaging 495 spectators per night. Hispanic dances and concerts have 
been popular events throughout the year. Private and corporate events 
continue to use Dobson Ice Arena as their preferred Vail venue for hosting 
large numbers of guests.

Over the years, Dobson Arena’s staff has evolved in response to the 
growing interest in youth hockey and figure skating programming, along 
with meeting the needs of adult hockey players and handling special 
events. The Dobson facility continues to operate more efficiently each year 
and staff are quick to adapt and adjust to new learnings to consistently 
ensure a high quality of ice, programming and special events.

“We continue to be a leader 
 in the ice rink industry, 
 as well as an example to 
 our surrounding 
 communities.”

- Jared Biniecki, 
 Arena General Manager
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by the numbers

495 people 
per NIGHT 

average Vail Yeti attendance  

players in 
2017 adult 

hockey 
leagues

500+
 

400 
173 skaters 

participated in Learn to  
Skate, Jr. Prep, and  

Theater on Ice classes

136 hockey 
players 

participated in VRD 
youth hockey programs

113 youth 
participated in the Bob 

Johnson Hockey School

150 participants 
plus their families came to 

the Vail Skating Invitational

6,000+ GUESTS 
attended six Hispanic dances 

(average 1095 per event)

1,700+ high 
schoolers 

came for the three-day 
FBLA State Conference

attendees at 
Project 

Funway, 
a local 

fundraiser

2,500 attendees 
at the Burton US Open concert 
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GYM
NASTICS

SUMMER & HOLIDAY CAMPS | OPEN GYMS 
COMPETITIVE TEAM | YOUTH PROGRAMS 
BIRTHDAY PARTIES | AFTER SCHOOL 
Tumble, bounce and cartwheel at the Vail Gymnastics Center, a 9,000 
square-foot, state-of-the-art facility, which houses trampoline and 
gymnastics for all ages. VRD offers toddler bear gymnastics classes for 
children as soon as they can walk, all the way up to a competitive team for 
older students and open gym for adults. 

The Gymnastics Center boasts a very talented and experienced full-time 
staff who takes pride in teaching beginner recreational gymnastics from 
toddlers to adults, as well as the growing USAG competitive program. 

New for 2017, the gymnastics center added a Kindergym program, a three-
hour class offered in the morning and a great substitute to daycare or a 
babysitter. Kindergym offers an introduction to gymnastics through circuits 
and obstacle courses including the trampoline, low bars and low beams. 
The programs teaches children to associate fitness with fun and helps 
children gain a foundation of physical, cognitive and emotional skills. This 
year, the gymnastics center staff also improved the Toddler Bear classes to 
include new lesson plans, equipment and staff. Each class now has three 
instructors to help create a more structured and fun learning environment.

The Vail Gymnastics Center is a USAG member club facility offering 
a Junior Olympic USA Gymnastics competitive program which positively 
impacts the recreational programs. The USAG-certified coaches offer the 
best instruction possible to all ages. This success was apparent this year 
with the qualification of three gymnasts to the Regional Championships. 
Samantha Nothnagel was the first-ever competitive gymnast from Vail 
Gymnastics to qualify to the Regional Championships as a Level 9. 
Samantha competed against the top qualifiers from seven states, including 
Colorado, New Mexico, Wyoming, Kansas, Arkansas, Oklahoma and 
Texas. Davis Page and Mackenna Simson also qualified to the Regional 

Championships as Level 8 
gymnasts. 

Vail gymnastics recreational and 
competitive camps continue to 
be very popular both for local and 
visiting gymnasts who return year 
after year. 2017 saw the highest 
numbers of camp participants 
in the last several years, and 
guests gymnasts came from 
California, New York and Florida 
to participate. The most popular 
camp for the third year in a row 
was offered in July with coach Tani 
Blount, former coach of Olympian 
Carly Patterson.  

The 2017 “Wizard of Oz” themed 
spring show showcased both recreational and competitive team talent in a 
USAG competition-formatted event, and 50 gymnasts participated.

“We have a very talented 
 and experienced staff 
 who take pride in 
 teaching recreational  
 gymnastics from  
 toddlers to adults, 
 as well as our growing 
 USAG competitive 
 program.”

-Julie Cotter, 
 Gymnastics Director
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by the numbers
25 

level 3-9 gymnasts  
in competitive  
team program

100+ 
registered gymnasts from 

toddler classes, boys and girls 
recreational, pre-USAG team 
and USAG competitive team

150+ 
participants in open 

gymnastics sessions for 
toddlers, kids and adults, both 

local and visiting

100 
local and visiting unregistered 

gymnasts who dropped in to 
classes or team practices

40 
participants in  
Thanksgiving 

school break camp, a 40% 
increase from 2016

280 
athletes attended  

nine total gymnastics camps

50 
performers in the  

Wizard of Oz themed  
spring show

regional 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

qualifiers 
Davis Page 

Samantha Nothnagel 
Mackenna Simson

boys and girls 
registered in 
recreational 

classes year-
round

70
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nature 
center

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS | HIKES & TOURS 
YOUTH CAMPS | STORYTIME | FAMILY EVENTS 
Located in a farmhouse perched between a montane meadow and the 
forested bank of Gore Creek, the Vail Nature Center is operated by Walking 
Mountain Science Center in partnership with the VRD. This seven-acre 
facility in the heart of Vail is a tranquil gem whose knowledgeable staff 
hosts informative bird, wildflower and beaver pond tours and backcountry 
hikes. The Nature Center is open seven days per week from Memorial Day 
weekend through the end of September. 

The goal of the Vail Nature Center is to inspire people to connect with the 
natural world. The nature preserve is a truly special place for both respite 
and active learning, and the Interpretive Center continues to evolve to stay 
interesting and relevant to visitors. The nature center offers programs for 
every age and continues to find 
new ways to engage residents 
and visitors alike.

In 2017 the Vail Nature 
Center had its busiest 
season yet, as awareness of 
the center increased alongside 
interest in nature-based 
programming. The Town of Vail 
hired Hopkins Architecture, 
LLC to conduct “Phase 0” 
research into updates for 
the Vail Nature Center. This 
process included observations, 
surveys, and interviews to 
determine the needs of users 
of the Vail Nature Center. The process will continue in 2018 to include a 
review of the Vail Nature Center Interpretive Master Plan and initial sketches 
that envision the future of the Vail Nature Center.

The Vail Nature Center was also the recipient of the “Fishing is Fun” 
grant to increase access to sustainable fishing opportunities from Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife. They are excited to be working with the Town of Vail to 
create an accessible path and fishing platform on the 5 Senses Trail. The 
grant will allow them to address erosion and invasive plant issues on the 
busiest section of the Nature Center’s preserve. They expect to “break 
ground” during late summer of 2018. 

“Just as nature changes, 
 so does the Vail Nature 
 Center! If you haven’t 
 visited in a while, stop 
 by and see what we are 
 up to!”

-Hannah Irwin, 
 Nature Center Coordinator
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2017 visitors 
to the Vail 

Nature 
Center, 
a 10% 

increase 
from 2016  

7,456

233 
participants in  

backcountry hikes

336 
guests went on walks  

and tours through  
the Vail Nature Center

73 
kids attended  

children’s programs

395 
participated in evening family 

programs

$10 
cost to participate in the Stories 
in the Sky: Stargazing program 

for all ages

11 
weeks of the Think Like a Trout: 

Fly Fishing for Kids program 
teaching children about stream 

ecology and aquatic insects 
along with the basics of fly-

fishing

7 
number of acres perched 

between a mountain meadow 
and the forested bank of Gore 

Creek that houses the 1940s 
homestead that comprises the 

Vail Nature Center facility

by the numbers
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PICKLEBALL

OPEN GYM | SEASON PASSES | CLINICS  
CAMPS | LEAGUES | TOURNAMENT | DROp IN 
 
2017 was a great year for pickleball in Vail, with the grand opening of the 
new Golden Peak Pickleball Center. Pickleball is a unique paddle sport and 
is currently one of the fastest growing sports in North America. 

In 2017, VRD offered supervised pickleball play year-round, for 
approximately eight months of outdoor play at the new center, and 

approximately four months of 
indoor play at Red Sandstone 
Elementary School. The 
2017 program also included 
drop-in play, lessons, ball 
machine rental, leagues, round 
robin shootouts, a regional 
tournament, leagues and 
six clinics with some of the 
top visiting guest pros in the 
country.

The new Golden Peak 
Pickleball Center officially 
opened in June with a ribbon 

cutting ceremony and exhibition games and clinics offered by top pros 
Laura Fenton Kovanda and Scott Moore. The facility features a cushioned 
court surface, bathroom, drinking fountain, and waterbottle-filling station. 
Throughout the summer, VRD offered supervised drop-in pickleball 
sessions twice a day, as well as lessons and junior camps.

In August, VRD hosted the inaugural Vail Western Slope Regional 
Pickleball Tournament. Eighty players across 10 divisions participated, with 
the majority of players coming from out of town.

“In a short amount of 
time, we’ve established a 
reputation for a well-run 
program that appeals to a 
broad range of players at 
all skill and age levels. ”

-Jerry Stevens, 
Pickleball Director
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by the numbers

348

98 
season and annual passes sold, 

a 25% increase from 2016

50/50 
passes held by 

locals vs. non-locals

68 players 
in Wednesday night leagues

57 players 
in round robin shootouts

80 players/ 
10 divisions 

in the 2017 Vail Western Slope 
Regional Pickleball Tournament

$5 
cost to drop-in to any supervised 

outdoor or indoor session for 
non-passholders

12 
number of hours of supervised 

drop-in play per week during the 
winter months134

participants 
in clinics with 

guest pros 
Laura Fenton 

Kovanda, Scott 
Moore, Daniel 

Moore and 
Prem Carnot 

total 
youth in 

junior 
clinics
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NORDIC ski, snowshoe and fat bike trails  
rentals | lessons | retail shop | RACES 
In the spring of 2017, the Vail Recreation District purchased the 
Vail Nordic Center from the previous third-party operators. After an 
extensive search, the VRD hired Dan Timm, a longtime Vail Valley resident 
to be the new Nordic Center director, to oversee operations beginning 
in the 2017/18 Nordic season. Dan brings a wealth of Nordic, fitness and 
customer service experience to the VRD, having worked at the Vail Nordic 
Center back in the 90s, and more recently as the athletic director and 
general manager of the Aria Athletic Club and Spa.

Over the summer, VRD staff were able to map out some new track at 
the Nordic Center, and shortly after opening for the winter announced the 
addition of 13K of fat-tire bike trails to the Nordic Center for the first time 
ever. This new addition has been well-received by visitors and locals and 
offers a new and unique experience in Vail. 

The VRD continues the tradition of exceptional grooming services at the 
Vail Nordic Center, and this fall were excited for the arrival of a new snowcat 
to help with track maintenance. The Nordic Center offers 10K of daily-
groomed snowshoe track, 17K of skate and classic Nordic skiing, 13K of 
snow bike trails and rentals of all necessary equipment for each discipline. 
A fully-stocked pro shop features winter sports gear, and a talented staff 
offer clinics, group and private lessons. 

On Dec. 27, the Vail Nordic Center welcomed back the Vail Town Series, 
and saw 90+ racers participate in the highest attended 5@5:00 race yet. 

Under the new leadership of the Vail Recreation District, locals and 
guests can expect to see continued improvements to the Vail Nordic 
Center, plus more races and special events. Stay tuned for great things to 
come!

vail nordic 
center
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by the numbers

600+

13K 
new snow bike/fat tire  

trails added in 2017

10K 
length of snowshoe  

trails available

17K 
of daily-groomed  
skate and classic  

Nordic ski track

90+ 
participants in  

first town series race  
of 2017/18 season  

(largest attendance ever)

$10 
daily soup buffet offered 

 in Grill on the Gore restaurant  
to skiers and the public  

(price includes a  
non-alcoholic beverage)

2-6 
number of average private  

lessons taught per day  
during early 2017/18 season

9-5 
daily operating hours 

of the Vail Nordic Center  
in the winter season

season passes 
sold for 2017/18 

season
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VAIL GOLF & NORDIC CLUBHOUSE | grill on 
the gore | weddings & events | DOBSON ICE 
ARENA | FoRD PARK CONCESSIONS
The Grill on the Gore restaurant, located at the newly built Vail Golf & 
Nordic Clubhouse, celebrated a full year of operations in 2017. Serving 
buffalo chili and soups to Nordic guests seven days a week in the winter 
and lunch and appetizers to golfers in the summer, the Grill on the Gore 

has become a Vail favorite for 
delicious food at reasonable 
prices. In addition to the 
restaurant, the Grill on the Gore 
also supported the operation of 
the golf course starter building, 
serving hot breakfast burritos 
and freshly-made sandwiches.

The Grill on the Gore banquet 
department was busy all year 
hosting events in the Gore 
Range Room. This new addition 

to the Vail Golf & Nordic Clubhouse is a 160-seat banquet space featuring 
high-end finishes and unparalleled views of the Gore Range. After hosting 
several grand opening events, the team quickly moved into a busy summer 
wedding season. The VRD hosted 65 events over the course of the opening 
season, serving over 5,000 guests.

The VRD food and beverage department also operates concessions at Ford 
Park, Vail Athletic Field and Dobson Ice Arena, lending support to special 
events, tournaments, Vail Yeti hockey games and more.

“We have a truly beautiful 
space for gatherings and 
events, as well as a restau-
rant that offers fresh and 
creative menus.”

-scott O’Connell, 
Director of Operations

EVENTS / 
FOOD &

 BEVERAGE
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by the numbers

65

1,350 
pretzels sold by Dobson  

Ice Arena concessions

1,615 
hot dogs consumed  

by VRD golfers

21 
special events held at  

Dobson Ice Arena  
(not including Vail Yeti Games)

123 
kegs of Molson  

tapped during Dobson  
Ice Arena events

139 
gallons of soup sold  

during 2016/17 Nordic season  
in the Grill on the Gore

5,000 
guests in attendance  

at special events in  
the Gore Range Room  

banquet space

116 
cups of hot chocolate  

served during the 2016/17  
Nordic season in the  

Grill on the Gore

19 
Vail Yeti hockey games  

served by Dobson  
concessions during 2017

events held 
in the Gore 

Range Room 
of the new Vail 
Golf & Nordic 

Clubhouse
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700 S Frontage Rd E | Vail, CO 81657
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